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PREFACEi 

TH  E  formality  of  a 
Preface  to  this  little 
Book  might  have  been 
very  mil  omitted^  if  it  were  not, 
to  gratify  the  Curio fity  of  fonie, 
inquifitive  People,  who  ( I  fore- 
fee  j  will  k  apt  to  make  Obje- 
Bions  againfi  th^  Reality  of  thff 
Narrative. 

Indeed,  the  Vublick  has  too  of" 

ten  been  imposd  iiponby  fi^itious 
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Stories,  and  fome  of  a  very  late 
Bate,  fo  that  I  think  my  felf 
obliged,  bj  the  ufual  KefpeU 
mhicb  is  paid  to  candid  and  im-» 
partial  Readers,  to  acquaint 
them,  by  way  of  Introdu^ion, 
with  what  they  are  to  expetl,  and 
what  they  may  depend  upon^  and 
yet  with  this  Caution  too :  that 
'tis  an  Indication  of  ill  Nature 
cr  ill  Manners,  if  not  both,  to 
pry  into  a  Secret  that's  indu^ 
^rioufly  conceatd. 

However,  that  there  may  k 
nothing  wanting  on  my. part,  I  do 
hereby  ajfure  the  Reader,  that 
the  'Papers  from  whence  the  fol" 
lowing  Sheets  were  extraHed  are 
now  in  Town,  in  the  Cafiody  of  a 

ferfon 
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Verfon  of  anqueftionable  KepU" 
tation  i  why  Vll  be  bold  to  fa)f 
will  not  only  be  readjy  but  proud 
to  produce  'em  upon  a  good  Oc" 
cafion,  and  that  I  think  is  as 
much  Satisfa^ion,  as  the  Na-^ 
tare  of  this  Cafe  rehires. 

As  to  the  Verformancey  it  can 
fgnify  little  now  to  make  an  A" 
pology  upon  that  Account  any 
farther  than  this  ,•  that  if  the 
Reader  pleafes  he  may  take  no- 
tice that  what  he  has  now  before 
himy  was  toileted  from  a  large 
Bundle  of  Papers ;  mo  ft  of  which 
were  writ  in  Short-hand,  and 
very  ill  digefted}  however  this 
may  be  relyd  upon,  that  tho*  the 
Language  is  fometbing  alter'd, 

and 
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and  novo  and  then  a  Word  tbrowft 
in  to  htlp  the  Exprejfiou;  yet 
firi^  Care  has  been  taken  to  [peak 
the  Authors  Mind,  and  keep  as 
clofe  aspojjlMe  to  the  Meaning  of 
the  Origmal. 

For  the  Defgn  1  think  there's 
nothing  need  he  [aid  in  Vindica" 
tion  of  that :  Heres  a  Dumb 
Philofopher  introduced  to  a 
wicked  and  degenerate  Genera'* 
tion,  as  a  proper  Emblem  ofVir^ 
tm  and  Morality,  and  if  the 
World  could  be  perfuaded  to  look 
upon  him  with  Candor  and  Im^ 
partiality,  and  then  to  copy  after 
him  i  the  Editor  has  gained  his 
Ends,  and  would .  think  himfelf 
fufficiently  recompem'd  for  his 
prefent  Trouble, 

THE 
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MONG  rhe  many  flransje 
andfjrprizii^ig  Erects ibdt  help 
to  fill  the  Ac^:ounts  of  this  laft 
Century,  I  know  none  that 
merit  more  an  entire  Cre^^it, 
or  are  more  fit  to  bepreferv'-d 

and  handed  to  Pofterity,  t  ^an  thoie   I  am 

now  ^oing  to  lay  before  the  Fublick. 

Dickory  Crorjke^  the  Suhjeft  of  the  fr'How. 

in^  Narrative^  was  born  at  a   litde  H^-rh. 

kt^  near  St.  Colombo  in  Cormval^  the  ^9^^  of 
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May^  1660^  being  the  Day  and  Year  in 
which  King  C/?4r/^i  the  Second  was  Reflor'J* 
His  Parents  were  of  mean  ExtraOion,  but 
honeft,  induftrious  People,  and  well- beloved 
in  their  Neighbourhood  :  His  Father's  chief 
Bufineft  was  to  work  at  the  Tin-Mines  ;  his 
Mother  (laid  at  home  to  look  after  the  Chil- 
dren, of  which  they  had  feveral  living  at 
the  fame  time ;  our  Dickory  was  the  youngeft, 
and  being  but  a  fickly  Child,  had  alvvays 
a  double  Portion  of  her  Care  and  Tendernefs. 

'Twas  upwards  of  three  Years  before  it 
was  difcovei'd  that  he  was  born  Dumb,  the 
Knowledge  of  which  at  firft  gave  his  Mo- 
ther great  Uneafinefs,  but  finding  foon  after 
that  he  had  his  Hearing,  and  all  his  other 
Senfes  to  tl)e  §;reatefi:  Perfeftion,  her  Grief 
began  to  abate,  and  (he  refolvM  to  have 
him  brought  up  as  well  as  their  Circumftan- 
ces,  and  his  Capacity  would  permit. 

As  he  grew,  notwithftanding  his  want  of 
Speech  J  he  every  day  gave  fome  Inftance  of  a 
ready  Wit,  and  a  Genius  much  fuperior  to 
the  Country  Children,  infomuch,  that  feve- 
ral Gentlemen  in  the  Neighbourhood  took 
particular  Notice  of  him,  and  would  often 
call  him  Rejloration  Dkk^  and  give  him  Mo- 
ney.  &c. 

When  he  came  to  be  eight  Years  of  Age,^ 
his  Mother  agreed  with  a  Perfon  m  the  next 

Village 
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to  teach  him  to  Read  and  Write^  both  which, 
in  a  very  fliort  time,  he  acquirM  to  fuch  Per- 
feftion,  efpecially  the  latter^  that  he  not  on- 
ly taught  his  own  Brothers  and  Sifters,  but 
likewife  feverai  young  Men  and  Women  in 
the  Neighbourhood,  which  often  brought 
him  infmallSums,  which  he  always  laid  out 
in  fuch  NecefTaries  he  ftood  moft  in  need  of. 

In  this  State  he  continued  'till  he  was  about 
Twenty,  and  then  he  began  to  reflefl:  how 
fcandalous  it  was  for  a  young  Man  of  his 
Age  and  Circumftances  to  live  idle  at  home, 
and  {o  refolves  to  go  with  his  Father  to  th€ 
Mines^  to  try  if  he  could  get  fomerhing  to- 
ward the  Supportof  himfelf  and  th^  Family  \ 
but  being  of  a  tender  Conflttution^  and  often 
fick,  he  {bon  perceiv'd  that  fort  of  Bufinefs 
was  too  hard  for  him,  fo  was  forc'd  to  re- 
turn home,  and  continue  in  his  former  Sta- 
tion ;  upon  which  he  grew  exceeding  me- 
lanchoUy,  which  his  Mother  obferving,  com- 
forted him  in  the  beft  manner  Ihe  could ; 
telling  him,  that  if  it  fhould  pleafe  God  to 
take  her  away,  (he  had  fomething  left  in 
Store  for  him,  which  would  preferve  him 
againfl  publick  Want. 

This  kind  Affurance  from  a  Mother,  whom 
hefo  dearly  lov'd,  gave  him  fome,  tho' not 
an  entire  Satisfaftion ;  however^  he  refolves 
to  acquiefce  under  it  'till  Providence  fhould 

B  i  order 
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order  fomething  for  him,  more  to  his  Con- 
tent and  Advantage,  which  in  a  fliort  time 
h-'ppenM  according  to  his  Willi:  The  man- 
ner thus, 

One  Mr.  ^fwen  Parry^  a  iVelch  Gentleman, 
of  good  Repute,  coming  from  Briftol  to 
paifhwj^  hctle  Sea- Port  in  the  County  of 
Corniml^  near  the  Place  whe^e  Dickory  dwelt ; 
hearing  much  of  this  Dumb  Man\  Perfcdi- 
ons,  would  needs  have  him  fent  for ;  and 
finding  by  his  fignificant  Geftures  and  all 
outward  Appearances,  that  he  much  exceed- 
ed the  Charafter  that  the  Country  gave  of 
him,  took  a  mighty  liking  to  him,  inlomuch, 
that  he  told  him,  if  he  would  go  with  him 
into  Pemhro'kjhire^  he  would  be  kind  to  him, 
and  take  care  of  him  as  long  as  he  liv*d. 

Tiiis  kind  and  unexpefteo  Offer  w^as  fo 
welcome  to  poor  Dickory^  that  without  any 
farther  Conlideiation,  he  got  a  Fen  and  Ink 
and  w'ric  a  Note,  and  in  a  very  handfome 
and  fubmillive  manner,  returnM  him  Thanks 
for  his  Favour,  alluring  him,  he  would  do  his 
beft  to  continue  and  improve  it;  and  that  he 
would  be  ready  to  wait  upon  him  whenever 
he  fliould  be  pleasM  to  command. 

To  ihorten  the  Account  as  much  as  poffi* 
b!c  ;  all  things  w^ere  concluded  to  their  mu- 
tual Satisfaction,  and  in  about  a  Fortnight's 
time,  they  fee  forward  for  Wales,  where  Dk^ 

korji^ 
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korj^  notwithftandinghis  Dumhnefs^  behav'4 
himfelt  with  lb  much  Diligence  and  Affabi- 
lity, that  he  not  only  gain'd  the  Love  of 
the  Family  where  he  hv'd?  but  ofeVery  bo- 
dy round  about  him* 

In  this  Station  he  continued  'till  the  Death 
of  his  M^/^r,  which  happen'd  about  twenty 
Years  afterwards;  in  all  which  time,  as  has 
,  been  confirm'd  by  fcveralof  the  Family^  he 
was  never  obferv'd  to  be  any  ways  difguis'd 
by  Drwkwg^  or  to  be  guilty  of  any  of  the 
Follies ^2indi  IrreguUrities  incident  to  Servants 
in  Gentlemens  Houfes:  On  the  contrary, 
when  he  had  any  fpare  time,  his  conftant 
Cuftom  was  to  retire  with  fome  good  Book 
into  a  private  Place,  within  Call,  and  there 
imploy  himfelfin  Reading,  and  then  writing 
down  his  own  Obfer  vat  ions  upon  what  he 
read. 

After  the  Death  of  his  Mafier j\^hok  Lofs 
afflfted  him  to  the  laft  degree,  one  Mrs, 
Mary  Mordant^  a  Gentkwomm  of  great  Vir- 
,tue  and  Piety,  and  a  very  good  Fortune, 
took  him  into  her  Service,  and  carry'd  him 
with  her,  firft,  to  the  Bath^  and  then  to 
Eriftol,  where,  after  a  hngring  Diftemper, 
which  continued  for  about  four  Years,  (he 
died  likewife. 

Upon  the  Lofs  of  his  Mifirefs^  Dickory 
grew  again  exceeding  Melancholly  and  Dif- 

confolate ; 
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cbnfolate;  at  length  refleflring,  that  DeatK 
is  but  a  common  Debt  which  all  Mortals 
owe  to  Nature,  and  muft  be  paid  fooner  or 
latei,  hebecame  a  little  better  fatisfy'd,  and 
fo  determines  to  get  together  what  he  had 
favM  in  his  Service,  and  then  to  return  to 
his  Native  Country^  and  there  finifli  his  Life 
in  Privacy  and  Retirement. 

Having  been,  as  has  been  mentioned,  a- 
bout  twenty  four  Years  a  Servant,  and  hav- 
ing in  the  interim  receivM  two  Legacies^  viz. 
one  of  thirty  Pounds,  left  him  by  his  Ma/ler^ 
and  another  of  fifteen  Pounds  by  his  Mijirefs  j 
and  being  always  very  frugal,  he  had  got 
by  him  in  the  whole,  upward  of  fixty  Pounds ; 
Jhis^  thinks  he,  with  prudent  Management y  wiB 
he  enough  to  fupport  me  as  long  as  I  live^  and 
fo  rU  e^en  lay  afide  all  Thoughts  of  future  Bufi^ 
nefs^  and  make  the  befl  of  my  way  to  Cornwall 
and  there  find  out  fome  fafe  andjolitary  Retreat  j 
where  I  may  have  liberty  to  meditate^  and  make 
my  melancholly  Obfervations  upon  the  feveral 
Occurrences  of  Human  Life. 

This  Refolution  prevailed  fo  far,  that  no 
time  was  let  flip  to  get  every  thing  in  a 
Readinefs  to  go  with  the  firft  Ship,  k^  ta 
his  Money,  he  always  kept  that  lock'd  up 
by  him,  unlefs  he  fometimes  lent  it  to  a 
friend  without  Interefl^  for  he  had  a  mortal 
Hatred  to  all  forts  of  Vfury  or  Extortion. 

His 
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His  Books,  of  which  he  had  a  confiderabic 
Quantity,  and  feme  of 'em  very  good  ones, 
together  with  his  other  Equipage,  he  got 
packM  up,  that  nothing  might  be  wanting 
againft  the  firft  Opportunity. 

In  a  few  days  he  heard  of  a  Feffel  bound 
to  Padftow^  the  very  Port  he  wifhM  to  go  to, 
being  within  four  or  five  Miles  of  the  Place 
where  he  was  born.  When  he  came  thither, 
which  was  in  lefs  than  a  Week ;  his  firft 
Bufinefs  was  to  enquire  after  the  State  of 
his  Family :  It  was  fome  time  before  he  could 
get  any  manner  of  Information  of  'em,  until 
an  old  Man  that  knew  his  Father  and  Mo^ 
thery  and  remember'd  they  had  a  Son  was 
born  Dumb,  recolleded  him,  and  after  a 
great  deal  of  Difficulty,  made  him  underftand 
that  all  his  Family^  except  his  youngeft  Sif- 
ter, were  dead,  and  that  fliewasa  Widow.^ 
and  liv'd  at  a  little  Town^  call'd  St.  Helens^ 
about  ten  Miles  farther  in  the  Country. 

This  doleful  News  we  muft  imagine, 
muft  be  extremely  (hocking,  and  add  a  new 
Sting  to  his  former  ASliilion  ;  and  here  it 
was  that  he  began  to  exercife  the  Ph'tlofo" 
fher^  and  to  demonftrate  himfelf,  both  a  wife 
and  a  good  Man  :  All  thefe  things,  (  thinks 
hej  are  the  Will  of  Providence^  and  muft 
not  be  difputed,  and  fo  he  bore  up  under 
fhem  v/ith  an  entire  Refignatior^y  refolvjag 

that 


that  as  foon  as  he  could  find  a  Place  where 
he  might  depofite  his  Trunk  and  Boxes  with 
fafety,  he  would  go  to  Sc.  HeUns  in  queft 
of  his  Sifler. 

How  his  Sifler  and  he  met,  and  how 
tranfported  they  were  to  fee  each  other  af- 
ter fo  long  an  Inter va^  1  think  it  is  not  very 
material.  Tis  enough  for  the  prefent  Pur- 
pofe,  that  D/f^orj  foon  recolleded  his  Sifter^ 
and  (he  him  ;  and  after  a  great  many  en- 
dearing Tokens  of  Love  and  Tendernef^,  he 
wrote  to  her,  telling  her,  that  he  believM 
providence  had  beilowM  upon  him  as  much 
as  would  fupport  him  as  long  as  he  liv^, 
and  that  if  (he  thought  proper,  he  would 
come  and  fpend  the  Remainder  of  his  Days 
wi  h  her. 

Thtgroci  Woman  no  fooner  read  his  Fro* 
fofd^  but  accepted  it,  adding  withal,  that 
ihe  could  Wifh  \\^x  Entertainment  was  better, 
but  if  he  would  accept  of  it  as  it  was,  fhe 
•would  do  her  beft  to  make  every  thing  eafy, 
and  that  he  fhould  be  welcome  upon  his  own 
Terms  to  ftay  with  her  as  long  as  he 
pleasM. 

This  Jjfair  being  fo  happily  fettled  to  his 
full  Satisfaction,  he  returns  to  Padfiow^  to 
fetch  the  Things  he  had  left  behmd  him, 
and  the  next  day  came  back  to  St.  Helens^ 
where,  according  to  hi$  own  Propofd^  he 

continued 
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tontinuM  to  the  Day  of  his  Death,  which 
happened  upon  the  z^th  of  May  171 8,  about 
the  fame  Hour  in  which  he  was  born. 

Having  thu^  given  a  fhort  detail  of  the  fever  at 
Periods  of  his  LifCy  ex  traced  chiefly  from 
the  Papers  which  he  left  Mind  him.  I  come 
in  the  next  place  to  make  a  few  OhfervationSy 
how  he  managed  himfelf^  and  fperit  his  Time 
towards  the  latter  part  of  it. 

His  conftant  Praftice  both  Winter  and 
Summer^  was  to  rife  and  fet  with  the  Sun, 
and  if  the  Weather  would  permit,  he  ne- 
ver faiPd  to  walk  in  feme  unfrequented  Place 
for  three  Hours,  hoi\\  Morning  and  Eveningy 
and  there  'tis  fupposM  he  composM  the 
following  Meditations.  The  chief  Part  of  his 
Suflemnce  was  Milk  with  a  little  Bread 
boil'd  in  it,  of  which,  in  a  Morning,  after 
his  Walk^  he  would  eat  the  quantity  of  a 
Pint,  and fometimes  more:  Dinners  he  never 
eat  any,  and  at  Night  he  would  only  have 
a  pretty  large  Piece  of  Bread,  and  drink 
a  Draught  of  good  Spring-water ;  and  after 
this  Method  he  liv^d  during  the  whole  time 
he  was  at  St.  Helens.  'Tis  obferv'd  of  him, 
that  he  never  flept  out  of  a  Bed,  nor  never 
lay  awake  in  one,  which  I  take  to  be  an 
Argument,  not  only  of  a  ftrong  and  health- 
e  ful 
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fal  Conftitution,  but  of  a  Mind  compos'd 
snd  calm,  and  entirely  free  from  theordi* 
nary  Difturbances  of  human  Life.  He  ne- 
ver gave  the  leaft  Signs  of  Complaint  or 
Diflatisfadion  at  any  thing,  unlefs  it  was 
when  he  heard  the  Timers  fwear,  or  faw 
them  drunk,  and  then  too  he  would  getout 
of  the  way,  as  foon  as  he  had  let  them  fee 
by  feme  fignificant  Sign%  how  fcandalous 
and  ridiculous  they  made  themlelves,  and 
againft  the  next  time  he  met  them,  would 
be  fureto  have  a  Paper  ready  writ,  wherein 
he  would  reprefent  the  Folly  of  Drunkennefs, 
and  the  dangerous  Confequences  that  ufual- 
]y  attended  it. 

Idlemfs  was  his  utter  Averfion,  and  if  at 
anytime  he  had  fiiiifh'd  the  Bufmefs  of  the 
Day,  and  was  grown  weary  of  reading  and 
writing,  in  which  he  daily  fpent  fix  Hours 
at  leaft,  he'd  certainly  find  fomething  ei- 
ther within  Doors  or  without  to  employ 
himfelf 

Much  might  be  faid  both  with  regard  to 
the  wife  and  rep;ular  Management,  and  the 
prudent  Methods  he  took  to  fpend  his  time 
well  towards  the  declenfion  of  his  Life  ; 
but  as  his  Hiftory  may  perhaps  be  Ihortly 
publifhM  at  large  by  a  better  hand,  I  ftiall 
only  obfcrve  in  the  general,  that  he  was  a 
Perfof^  of  great  Wifdom  and  Sagacity :  He 

under-* 
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underftood  Nature  beyond  the  ordinary  Ca- 
pacity ;  and  if  he  had  had  a  Competency  of 
Learning  fuirable  to  his  Gemi^s^  neither  this, 
nor  the  former  Ages  would  have  produc'd  a 
better  Philofo^her^  or  a  greater  Man. 

/  come  next  to  [peak  of  the  manner  of  his 
Death^  Af'id  the  Confoj^uences  thereof^  which- 
are  indeed  very  furprizmg^  a;7d  perhaps 
.  mt  altogether  unworthy  a  general  Obferva^ 
tion.  I  fhall  relate  them  as  briefly  as  I  can^ 
and  leave  every  one  to  believe  or  difbelieve 
as  he  thinks  proper. 

Upon  the  26th  of  May  1718,  according 
to  hisufual  Method,  about  four  in  the  Af- 
ternoon, he  went  out  to  take  his  Evening 
Walk ;  but  before  he  could  reach  the  place 
he  intended,  he  was  feizM  with  an  Apo- 
pleftick  Fit,  which  only  gave  him  liberty 
to  fit  down  under  a  Tree,  where  ip  an  In- 
ftanthe  was  deprived  of  all  manner  of  Sence 
and  Motion,  and  fo  he  continued,  as  ap- 
pears by  his  own  Confeffion  afterwards, 
for  more  than  fourteen  Hours. 

His  Sifler,  who  knew  how  exafl:  he  was  in 
all  his  Methods,  finding  him  ftay  a  confider- 
^ble  time  beyond  the  ufual  Hour,  concludes 
iihat  fome  Misfortune  muft  needs  have  hap- 
pened to  him,  or  he  would  certainly  have 
C  z  been 
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been  at  home  before :  In  fliort,  fhe  went 
immediately  to  all  the  Places  he  was  wone 
to  frequent,  but  nothing  could  be  heard  or 
feen  of  him  'till  the  next  Morning,  when 
a  young  Man,  as  he  was  going  to  work 
difcover'd  him,  and  went  home  and  told 
his  Sifter^  that  her  Brother  lay  in  fuch  a 
place,  under  a  Tree,  and,  as  he  believ'd, 
had  been  rohPd  and  murder  d. 

The  poor  Womm^  who  had  allNight  been 
under  the  mod  dreadful  Apprehenfions,  was 
now  frighted  and  confounded  to  the  lafb 
degree  ;  however,  recollefling  herfelf,  and 
finding  there  was  no  Remedy,  flie  got  two 
or  three  of  her  Neighboidrs  to  bear  her  Com- 
pany, and  fo  haftenMwith  the  young  Maq, 
to  the  Tree,  where  flie  found  her  Brother 
lying  in  the  fame  Pollure  that  he  had  de? 
fcribd. 

The  difmal  Objeft  at  firft  View  ftartled 
and  furpri2.M  every  body  prefent,  and  fill'd 
•em  full  of  different  Notions  an(^  Coniec* 
tures :  But  fome  of  the  Company  going 
nearer  to  him,  and  finding  that  he  had  loft 
nothing,  and  that  there  were  no  Marks  of  a- 
ny  Violence  to  be  difcovered  about  him,  they 
conclude  that  it  muft  be  an  Jpopleiltck^  or 
fome  other  fudden  Fit  that  had  furpriz'd 
him  in  his  Walk;  upon  which  bis  Sifteic 
and  the  reft  begaa  to  fee}  his  Hands  an^ 
• -•■     *  "'  ~     '  Facei 
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Face,  and  obferving  that  he  was  ftill  warm^ 
and  that  there  was  fome  Symptoms  of  Life 
yet  remaining,  they  conclude  that  the  beft 
v/ay  was  to  carry  him  home  to  Bed,  which 
was  accordingly  done  with  the  utmoft  Ex- 
pedition. '  <^-  '^ 

When  they  had  got  him  into  the  Bed, 
nothing  was  omitted  that  they  could  think 
of,  to  bring  him  to  himfelf,  but  dill  he  con^ 
tinued  utterly  infenfible  for  about  fix  Hours : 
At  the  fixth  Hour's  end,  he  began  to  move 
a  little,  and  in  a  very  fbort  time  was  fo  far 
recovered,  to  the  great  Aftonifhment  of  eve- 
ry body  about  him  ;  he  was  able  to  look 
up,  and  to  make  a  Sign  to  his  Sffier  to  bring 
him  a  Cup  of  Water. 

After  he  had  drank  the  Water,  he  foon 
perceiv'd  that  all  his  Faculties  were  returned 
to  their  former  Stations;  and  though  his 
Strength  was  very  much  abated  by  the 
length  and  rigour  of  the  Fit,  yet  his  I^tel- 
lecls  were  as  (trong  and  vigorous  as  ever. 

His  Sifter  obferving  him  to  look  ear- 
neftly  upon  the  Company,  as  if  he  had  fome- 
thing  extraordinary  to  communicate  to  them, 
fetch'd  him  a  Pen  and  Ink,  and  a  Sheet  of 
f'aperjwhich,  after  a  fhort  Paufe  he  took, 
and  writ  as  follows : 


Dear 
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Dear  Sifter, 

IHAVE  mp  9tomd  of  Fen^  M,  and  Vapef 
^  to  teU  ym  my  meaning  :  I  find  the  Strings  that 
bomdup  my  Tongue,  and  hindered  me  fromfpeaJdng, 
are  unlos'd,  and  I  have  Words  to  exprefs  ?nyfelfas 
freely  and  dijfin31y  as  any  other  Perfon,  From 
v^hence  this  flrange  and  mexpsSed  Event  JImdd 
proceed^  I  mttfl  not  pretend  te  fay  any  further  than 
this^  that  His  douhtlefs  the  hand  of  Providence  that 
has  done  it^  and  in  that  I  ought  to  acguiefce  :  Fray 
let  me  be  alone  for  two  or  ^hree  Hours^  that  I  may  be 
at  liberty  to  ccmpofe  myfdf  and  put  my  Jhoyghts  in 
the  heft  Order  I  can  before  I  l^ve  thm  l^^bwd  me. 

The  poor  J^(?;2«^,^^t|iQ^feKtreiT^Iy  ftartled 
at  what  her  BroilHix  b^i;i  wnt,  yec  took 
care  to  conceal  it  from  U'e  Neighbours,  who 
fhe  kntw,  ai^weli  as  [lip,  mull:  be  mightily 
furpriz'd  at  a  thing -fp  utterly  unexpci'ied. 
Says  (he.  My  Brotihev^  dtefaes  to  h  alo/^e  ;  I i^e- 
lisve  he  may  ha'ue  fometlmig  in  hi^  Mind  that 
dtfturhs  him:  LJpon  which  the  ^fS'^'^g/j^/^^^/rjr 
took  their  Leave,  and  return-'d  home,  and 
his  Sijier  fliat  the  Door,  aad  kft  hirxi  alone  to 
his  private  Contemplations,  ' 

Afcer  the  Company  were  withdrawn^  he 
fell  into  a  found  Sleep,  which  lafted  from 
two  'till   fix,   and  his  Sifter  being  appre- 

henfive 
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henfive  of  the  return  of  his  F/>,  came  to 
the  Bed- fide,  and  asking  foftly  if  he  want- 
ed any  thing,  he  turn'd  about  to  her,  and 
fpoke  to  this  effed : 

Dear  SiRer, 

YO  U  fee  mey  itot  only  recover'i  out  of  a  tenibh 
Fit,  but  lihwife  that  I  have  the  Liberty  of 
Speech  ^  a  BleJJing  that  1  have  been  deprived  of  ah 
noft  Jixty  Tears^  and  I  am  fatisfyd  you  are  fincere^ 
ly  Joyfid  to  find  me  in  the  State  I  now  am  5  biit^ 
alas  !  "'tis  but  a  miflaken  KiJidnefs  :  Thefe  are 
things  but  of  JImt  Duration^  and  if  they  were  to 
continue  for  a  hundred  Tears  longer^  I  canH  fe& 
how  I  fioidd  be  any  ways  the  better. 

I  know  the  World  too  well  to  be  fond  of  it^  and 
am  fully  fatisfy'd^  that  the  difcrence  between  a  long 
and  a  Jljort  Life  is  in/ign'if.a^it^  efyecially  when  I 
confider  the  Accidents  ahd  Company  I  am  to  en^ 
counter  :  Do  but  look  ferionjly  ard  impattiaUy  upon 
the  ajlonijimg  Notion  of  Time  and  Eternity^  vphjt 
an  immeife  deal  has  run  out  alre.idy^  and  huw  ivji^ 
iiite  his  pill  in  the  future  j  do  but  fdrijujly  and  dc' 
jiherately  confder  this^  andyou^Ufind^  upon  the  whole^ 
that  three  D.iys  and  three  Jges  cf  Life^  corns  much  to 
the  fajjie  Meafure  and  Reckoning, 


As 
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As  foon  as  he  had  ended  his  Difcourfd 
upon  the  f^amty  and  Vncertainty  of  human 
Life,  he  look'd  ftedfaftly  upon  her.  Sifter^ 
lays  he,  /  conjure  you  not  to  he  diJiurPA  at 
ivnat  I  am  going  to  tell  you\  which  you  mU 
undoubtedly  find  to  he  true  in  every  particular. 
1  perceive  my  Glafs  u  run^  and  I  have  now  no 
more  to  do  in  this  World  hut  to  take  my  Leave 
of  it ;  for  to  morrow  about  this  time^  my  Speech 
mil  he  again  taken  from  me^  and  tn  a  Jloort 
time  my  Fit  will  return ;  and  the  next  Day^ 
fphich  I  underfiand  is  the  Day  in  which  I  came 
into  this  trouhlefome  Worlds  I  fball  exchange  it 
for  another^  where ^  for  the  future'^  1  fhall  for 
ever  lefree  from  all  manner  of  Sin  and  Suffer* 
ings. 

The  good  Woman'^ov^A  have  made  him  a 
Reply,  but  he  prevented  her,  by  telling 
her,  he  had  no  time  to  hearken  to  unnecejfary 
Complaints  cr  Animadverfions.  /  have  a 
great  many  things  in  my  Mind  that  recj^uire  d 
fpeedy  and  ferious  Confideration.  The  time  1 
have  to  flay  is  hut  fhort^  and  I  have  a  great 
deal  of  important  Bufinefs  to  do  in  it :  Time 
dnd  Death  are  both  in  my  Fiewj  and  feem  both 
to  call  aloud  to  me  to  make  no  delay,  I  heg  of 
you  therefore^  not  to  difquiet  y our f elf  or  me  : 
What  mufl  be^  mufl  hey  the  Decrees  of  Provi- 
dence  are  eternal  and  unalterable  ;  why  then 
fhould  we  torment  ourf elves  about  that  which  ive^ 
fMnot  remedy i  / 
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/  mufl  confefsy  my  dear  Siller^  /  owe  yon 
many  Olligations^  for  your  exemplary  Good- 
nefs  to  rne^  and  I  do  folemnly  ajfnre  yoUj  I 
fljall  retain  the  Seme  of  them  to  the  lafl  MO' 
ment :  All  that  I  have  now  to  reqiieft  of  you  is^ 
that  I  may  he  alone  for  this  Night :  /  have  it 
in  my  Thoughts  to  leave  forne  fhort  Obferva- 
tions  behind  me ;  and  like  wife  to  difcover  fome 
Things  of  great  Weight  which  have  been  revealed 
to  me^  which  ma-)  perhaps  he  of  fome  tife  here^ 
after  to  you  and  your  Friends :  What  Credits 
they  may  meet  with^  I  cant  fayy  but  depend  the 
ConfequencCj  according  to  their  refpe^ive  Pe* 
riodsj  will  account  for  them^  and  vindicate  them 
againfi  the  Suppoftion  cf  Fallity  or  mere  Sug* 
geftion.  Upon  this,  his  Sifter  left  him  'till 
about  four  in  the  Morning,  when  coming  to 
his  Bed- fide  to  know  if  he  wanted  any  thing, 
and  how  he  had  refted,  he  made  her  this  An- 
fwer  :  /  have  been  taking  acurforyView  of  my 
Life\  and  t ho  1  find  my f elf  exceedingly  deficient 
in  fever al  Particulars^  yet  I  blefs  God,  1  can- 
not find  I  have  any  juft  grounds  to  fufpeil  my 
Pardon  :  In  [Jjort^  fays  he,  /  have  fpent  this 
Night  with  more  inward  Pleafure  and  true  Sa* 
tisfaiiion  than  ever  I  fpent  a  Night  through 
the  whole  Courfeof  my  Life, 

After  he  had  concluded  what  he  had  to 

fay  upon  the  Satisfa£lion  that   attended  an 

innocent  and  weil-fpent  Life,  and  obfcrv'd 
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what  a  mighty  Confolation  it  was  toPerfon% 
not  only  under  the  Apprehenfion,  but  even 
in  the  very  Agonies  of  Death  it  felf,  Hede- 
fir'd  her  to  bring  him  hisufual  Cup  of  Water, 
and  then  to  help  him  on  with  his  Clothes, 
that  he  might  fit  up,  and  fo  be  in  a  better 
Pofture  to  take  his  leave  of  her  and  her 
Friends. 

When  Ihe  had  taken  him  up,  and  plac  d 
him  at  a  Table  where  he  ufually  fate,  he  de- 
fir'd  her  to  bring  him  his  Box  of  Papers,  and 
after  he  bad  colledted  thofe  he  intended 
fliould  be  prefervM,  he  orderM  her  to  bring 
a  Candle  that  he  might  fee  the  reft  burnt. 
The  good  Woman  feemM  at  firft  to  oppofe 
the  burning  of  his  Papers,  'till  he  told  her 
they  were  only  ufelefs  7>{/?d*i'5fome  unfinidi'd 
Obfervations  which  he  had  made  in  his  youth- 
ful Days,  and  were  not  fit  to  be  feen  by  her, 
or  any  bo^-iy  that  fhould  come  after  him. 

Aicer  he  !nd  feen  his  Papers  burnt,  and 
placM  the  reft  in  their  proper  Order,  and 
had  likewilc  fert'ed  all  his  other  Affairs, 
which  wa-^  only  fit  to  be  done  between  him- 
felfand  his  S/Jhr  ;  he  defir'd  her  to  call  two 
or  three  of  the  moft  reputable  Neighbours^ 
not  only  to  be  lVit?7ejfes  to  \mWtll,  but  like- 
wife  to  hear  what  he  had  farther  to  commu- 
nicate before  the  return  of  his  Fit^  which  he 
expefted  ver}^  fpeedily. 

His 
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His  Sifter^  who  had  beforehand  acquaint- 
ed two  or  three  of  her  Cor^fdants  with  all 
that  had  happened,  was  very  much  rejoyc'd 
to  hear  her  Brother  make  fo  unexpeiied  a 
Conce\jiony  and  accordingly,  without  any  De- 
lay or  Hefitation,  went  directly  into  the 
Neighbourhood^  and  brought  home  her  two 
felecl  Friends^  upon  whole  Secrefy  and  Sm- 
cerity^  flie  knew  (he  might  depend  upon  all 
Accounts. 

In  her  abfence  he  felt  feveral  Symptoms 
of  the  appioach  of  his  Fit,  which  made  hini 
a  little  uneafy,  left  it  fnould  entirely  feize 
him  before  he  had  perfected  his  Wili^  bup 
that  Apprehcj^Jion  was  quickly  remov'd  by 
her  fp;:edy  Return.  After  fhe  had  intro- 
duce her  /vv>,W/ into  his  Chamber,  he  pro- 
ceeds to  exprefs  himfelf  in  the  fjllowing 
manner. 

Dear  Sifter, 
\7  0  U  iiGwfes  your  Brother  vpo7t  the  brlnh  of  E- 
^  ternity  5  and  as  the  Words  of  dying  Ferfom  are 
coTmnonly  the  mofl  regarded^  and  ma\e  deencjl  Lnp-ef- 
rons,  I  cannot  fufpeB^  butyoiiU  fiifer  the  few  I  am 
going  about  to  fay ^  to  have  always  fome  Place  in  your 
Thoughts^  that  they  may  be  ready  Jcrycit  to  ??iakeife 
of  iipo7t  any  Occafion.  ■ 

Bont  be  fond  of  any  thing  on  thhfdeof  Eternhy^ 

or  fttffer  your  Interefi  to  encline  yon  to  break  your 
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Jford^  quit  your  ModeJIy^  or  to  do  any  thhig  that  wiU 
7wt  bear  the  Light^  and  look  the  World  in  the  Face . 
/or,  be  ajfiir'd  of  this ^  the  Perfon  that  values  the 
Virtue  of  his  Mind^  and  the  Dignity  of  his  Reafon^ 
is  always  eafy  and  well  fortified^  both  againjl  Death 
and  Misfortune^  and  is  perfeBly  indifferent  ahoiit  the 
Length  and  Shortnefs  of  his  Life  :  Such  a  one  is 
foUicitous  about  nothing  but  his  own  Condu&  ^  and 
for  fear  he  f/jould  be  deficient  in  the  Duties  of  Reli- 
gion and  the  refpeBive  FunBioyis  of  Reafon .  and 
Prudence. 

Always  go  the  nearefl  way  to  work  ^  mw  the 
TJearefl  way  through  all  the  Bitfytefs  of  human  Life 
are  the  Paths  of  Religion  and  Honefly^  and  keeping 
thofe  as  div'^cily  as  you  can^  you  avoid  all  the  dan- 
gerous Precipices  that  often  lie  in  the  Road^  and 
fomctimes  block  up  the   Paffage  entirely. 

Remember  that  Life  was  but  lent  at  firjl^  and 
that  the  Rejnainder  is  more  than  you  have  reafon 
to  expe&^  and  ccnfequently  ought  to  be  managed  with 
more  than  ordinary  Diligence,  A  wife  Manjpends 
every  day  as  if  it  were  his  lajl:^  his  Hour -glafs  is  al- 
ways in  his  Hand^  and  he  is  never  guilty  of  Sluggijh- 
mfs  or  Infncerity,^ 

He  was  about  to  proceed,  when  a  fud- 
den  Symptom  of  the  return  of  his  Fit  put 
him  in  mind  that  it  was  time  to  get  his  PPIU 
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H'itneffed,  which  was  nofoonerdone,  buthe 
took  it  up  and  gave  it  to  his  Sifter  ;  tellijg 
her,  that  the'  all  he  had  was  hers  of  right, 
yet  he  thought  it  proper  to  prevent,  even  a 
poilibility  of  a  Difpute,  to  write  down  his 
Mind  in  the  Nature  of  a  Will^  wherein  I 
have  given  you^  fays  he,  the  little  that  I  have 
Itft^  except  my  Books  andFapers^  vMch^  as  Joon> 
as  I  am  dead^  I  dejire  may  he  delivered  to  Mr. 
Anthony  Barlow,  a  near  Relation  of  my  worthy 
Majler^  Mr.  O  ^^en  Parry. 

This  Mr.  Anthony  Barlow  was  an  old  con- 
templative Welch  Gentleman,  who  being 
under  fome  Difficulties  in  his  own  Country, 
was  forc'd  to  come  into  Cornwal,  and  take 
Sandtuary  among  the  Tinners.  Dtckory^  who, 
tho'  he  kept  himfelf  as  retir'd  as  poffible, 
happened  to  meet  him  one  day  upon  his 
Walk,  and  prefently  remember'd,  that  he 
was  the  very  Perfon  that  us'd  frequently 
to  come  to_vifit  his  Mafter,  v/hilfl:he  liv'd 
in  PemLrookJhi/e,  and  fo  went  to  him,  and  by 
Signs  made  him  underftand  who  he  was. 

The  old  Gentleman,  tho'  at  firft  furpriz'd 
at  this  unexp-fted  Interview,  foon  recollefl:- 
ed,  that  he  had  formerly  feen  at  Mr.  Parry^s 
a  Dumb  Man,  which  they  ufed  to  call,  7he 
Dumb  Philofopher,  fo  concludes  immediate- 
ly that  confequently,  this  muft  be  he.  In 
fhort,  they  foon  made  themfelves  known 

to 


to  each  other;  and  from  that  time  con- 
trafted  a  ftrift  Friendfliip,  and  a  Correfpon- 
dence  by  Letters,  which  for  the  future  they 
mutually  manag'd  with  the  greateft  Exact- 
nefs  and  Fdmiharity. 

But  to  l6ave  this  as  a  Matter  not  much 
material,  and  return  to  quv  Marrative  ^  by 
this  tinr.e,  Dickorfs  Speech  began  to  faulter, 
which  his  Sifter  obferving,  put  him  in  mind, 
that  he  would  do  well  to  make  fome  DecU- 
ratiom  of  his  Faith  and  Principles  of  ReU- 
gion,  becaufe  fome  Reflexions ,  had  been 
made  upon  him,  upon  the  account  of  his 
Negleft,  or  rather  his  Refufal  to  appear  at 
any  Place  of  Pubiick  Worfhip. 

Dear  Sifter,  fays  he,  Tou  obferve  very  well, 
and  I  could  rvijh  the  continuance  of  my  Speech 
for  a  few  Moments^  that  I  might  make  m  am- 
fie  Declaration  upon  that  Account :  But  I  fnd 
that  cannot  he^  my  Speech  is  leaving  me  fo  fafi, 
that  I  can  only  tellyouy  that  1  have  always  liv^dj 
and  now  1  die  an  unworthy  Member  of  the  an- 
cient Catholtck  and  Apofiolick  Church  ;  and  as 
to  my  Faith  and  Principles^  I  refer  you  to  my 
Paper Sy  rvhich  I  hope  will^  in  fome  meajure^^ 
vindicate  me  againfi  the  Reflexions  you  men." 
tion. 

He  had  hardly  finifh'd  his  Difcourfe  to 
bis  Sifter  and  her  two  Friends,  and  given 
fome  ^Yd^x  piredions  relating  to  his  Burial, 

but 
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but  his  Speech  left  him;  and  what  makes 
the  thing  the  more  remarkable,  it  went  a- 
way  in  Appearance  without  giving  him  any 
fort  of  Pain  or  Uneafinefs. 

When  he  perceiv'd  that  his  Speech  was 
entirely  vanifli'd,  and  that  he  was  again  in 
his  original  State  of  Dumhnefs^  he  took  his 
Pen  as  formerly,  and  wrote  to  his  Sifter,  fig- 
nifying,  7hci.t  whereas  the  fudden  lofs  of  his 
Speech  had  deprived  him  of  the  Opportunity  to 
Jpeak  to  her  and  her  Friends  what  he  intended^ 
he  would  leave  it  for  them  in  Writing  ;  and  fo 
defir'd  he  might  not  be  difturb'd  till  the  re- 
turn of  bis  Fit,  which  he  expefled  in  fix 
Hours  atfartheft:  According  tohis  Defire 
they  all  left  him,  and  then  with  the  greateft 
Refignation  imaginable,  he  writ  down  the 
Meditations  following. 


PART 
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PART    IL 

,^n  Atjlra^  of  his  Faith  and 
the  Vrinciples  of  his  Religion, 
dec.  which  begins  thus. 

Dear  Sijiev^^ 
'  T  T  H  A  NK  you  for  putting  me  in  mind 
'  1   to  make  2i  Declaration  oi  my  Faith^  and 

*  thz  Primipks  o{  my  Religion.   I  find,  as  you 

*  very  well  obferve,  I  have  been  under 
^  fom.e  Refledions  upon  tliat  Account ;  and 
'  therefore  I  think  it  highly  requifite  that  I 

*  fet  that  Matter  right  in  the  firft  place  : 
^  To  begin  therefore  with  my  Faithj  in  which 
'  I  intend  to  be  as  (hort,  and  as  compre- 
[  henfive  as  I  can. 

1.  I  moft  firmly  believe  that  it  was  the 
eternal  Will  of  God,  and  the  Refult  of  his 
infinite  Wifdom,  to  create  a  World,  and  for 
the  Glory  of  his  Majefly  to  make  feveral 
forts  of  Creatures  in  Order  and  Degree  one 
■:}:  after 
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^fter  another :  That  is  to  lay,  Angels  or 
fare  immortal  Spirits  :  Men  confifting  of 
immortal  Spirits  and  Matter,  having  ra- 
tional and  fenfitive  Souls.  Brutes  having 
mortal  and  fenfitive  Souls,  and  mere  Vege- 
tatives,  fuch  as  Trees,  Plants,  (^c.  And 
tbefe  Creatures,  fo  niade,  do  (as  it  were) 
clafp  the  higher  and  lower  World  together. 

2.  1  believe  the  holy  Scriptures,  and  eve- 
ry thing  therein  contained  to  be  the  pure  and 
effential  Word  of  God,  and  that  according 
to  thofefacred  Writings,  Man,  the  Lord  and 
Prince  of  the  Creation,  by  his  Difobedience 
in  Paradife^  forfeited  his  Innocence  and  the 
Dignity  of  his  Nature,  and  fubjefted  him- 
felf  and  all  his  Pofterity,  to  Sin  and  Mifery. 

3.  I  believe  and  am  fully  and  intirely  fa- 
tisfyM,  that  God  the  Father  out  of  his  infi- 
nite Goodnefs  and  Compaflion  to  Mankind, 
was  pleas'd  to  fend  his  only  Son,  the  fecond 
Perfon  in  the  holy  and  undivided  Trinity  to 
mediate  for  him,  and  to  procure  his  Redem- 
ption and  eternal  Salvation. 

4.  I  believe  that  God  the  Son^  out  of  his 
infinite  Love,  and  for  the  Glory  of  the  Deity, 
was  pleas'd  voluntarily  and  freely  to  defcend 
from  Heaven,  and  to  take  our  Nature  upon 
him,  and  to  lead  an  exemplary  Life,  of  Purity, 
Holinefs,  and  perfeft  Obedience,  and  at  laft 
to  fuffer  an  ignominious   Death  upon   the 

E  Crofs 
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Crofs  for  the  Sins  of  the  whole  World,  and 
to  rife  again  the  third  Day  for  our  Juftifica- 
tion. 

5.  I  believe  that  the  Holy  Ghoftj  out  of 
his  infinite  Goodn.efs  was  pleas'd  to  undertake 
the  Office  of  Sanftifying  us  with  h  s  pivine 
Grace,  and  thereby  affifting  us  with  Faith 
to  believe,  Will  to  defire,  and  Power  to  do 
all  thofe  things  that  are  required  of  us  in  this 
World,  in  order  to  entitle  us  to  the  Bleffings 
of  juft  Men  made  perfeft  in  the  World  to 
eome. 

6.  I  believe  that  thefe  three  Perfons  are  of 
equal  Power,  Majefty  and  Duration,  and  that 
the  Godhead  of  the  Father,  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghofl  is  all  One,  and  that  they 
are  equally  Uncreate,  Incomprehenfible,  E- 
ternal  and  Almighty  5  and  that  none  is 
greater  cr  lef^  than  the  other,  but  that  every 
one  hath  one,  and  the  fame  Divine  Nature 
aad  Perfefiions. 

Thefe,  Si/er^  are  the  Do£lrines  which 
have  been  received  and  p-'aclifed  by  the  beft 
Men  of  every  Age  from  the  beginning  of  the 
Chrtftian  Religion  to  this  day,and  'cis  upon  this 
I  ground  my  Faith,  and  hopes  of  Salvation, 
not  doubting  but  if  my  Life  and  Practice 
have  been  anfwerable  to  them,  that  I  fhall  be 
quickly  tianflated  out  of  this  Kingdom  of 
DarknefS)  outof  this  World  of  Sorrow,  Vex- 
ation 
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ation  and  Confufion,  into  that  blefled  King- 
dom, where  I  fl:iall  ceafc  to  grieve  and  to 
fufFer,  but  never  to  be  happy  to  all  Eter- 
nity. 

As  to  my  Principles  in  Religion,  to  be  as 
brief  as  I  can,  I  declare  myfelf  to  be  a  xMeoi- 
ber  of  Chrift's  Church,  which  I  take  to  be  a 
univerfal  Society  of  all  Chriftian  People^ 
diftributed  under  lawful  Governors  and  Paf- 
tors  into  particular  Churches,  holding  Com- 
munion with  each  ocher  in  all  the  EiTentials 
of  the  Chrtjlim  Faith^  Worjhif  and  Dtf elf  line  ; 
and  among  thefe,  I  look  upon  the  Church  of 
England X.0  be  the  chief  and  beft  conftituted. 

The  Church  of  Englmd  is  doubtlefs  the 
great  Buhvark  of  the  ancient  Catholkk  and 
Afoflolick  Faith  all  over  the  World ;  a  Church 
that  has  all  the  spiritual  Advantages  that  the 
Nature  of  a  Church  is  capable  of :  From 
the  Doftrine  and  Principles  of  the  Church 
of  England  we  are  taught  Loydry  to  our 
Prince,  Fidehty  to  our  Country,  aarl  jullice 
CO  all  Mankind  ;  and  therefore  as,  I  look  up- 
on this,  to  be  one  of  the  rhoPc  excellent 
Branches  of  the  Church  Univerfal,  and  ftands, 
as 'twere,  in  a  Parehthefis  between  Super- 
ftition  and  Hypocrify  :  I  therefore  hereby 
declare,  for  the  Satisfaftion  of  you  and  your 
Friends,  as  I  have  always  liv'd,  fo  I  now 
die,  a  true  and  fincere,  tho'  a  moft  unwor- 
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thy  Member  of  it:  And  as  to  my  difcontU 
nuance  of  my  Attendance  at  the  Publick 
Worfhip,  I  refer  you  to  my  Papers,  which 
I  have  left  with  my  worthy  Friend,  Mr,  Bar-- 
low.  And  thus,  my  dear  Sifter^  I  have  given 
you  a  Ihort  Account  of  my  Faith,  and  the 
Principles  of  my  Religion.  I  come  in  the 
next  place  to  lay  before  you  a  few  Medita^ 
tions  and  Olfervations  I  have  at  feveral  times 
colleOied  together,  more  particularly  thofe 
fince  my    Retirement   to  St,  Helens. 
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Meditations  and  Obfervations 
relating  to  the  ConduB  of 
human  Life  in  general. 

i.r^EMEMBER  how  often  you  have 
^  JLV  neglefted  the  great  Duties  of  Reli- 
gion and  Virtue,  and  flighted  the  Opportu- 
nities that  Providence  has  put  into  your 
hands ;  and  withal,  that  you  have  a  fet  Pe- 
riod aflign'd  you  for  the  Management  of  the 
Affairs  of  human  Life ;  and  then  refleft  feri- 
oufly,  that  unlefs  you  refolve  immediately 
to  improve  the  little  Remains,  that  the 
whole  muft  neceflarily  flip  away  infenfibly, 
and  then  you  are  lofl:  beyond  Recovery. 

2.  Let  an  unaffefted  Gravity,  Freedom, 
Juftice,  and  Sincerity  (hine  through  all  your 
Aftions,  and  let  no  Fancies  and  Chimeras 
give  theleafl:  check  to  thofe  excellent  Quali- 
ties. This  is  an  eafy  Task,  if  you  will  but 
fuppofe  every  thing  you  do  to  be  your  laft ; 
and  if  you  can  keep  yoqr  Paffiqns  and  Ap- 
petites 
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petites  from  eroding  your  Reafon ;  fiand 
clear  of  Rafliaefs,  and  have  aothing  of  In- 
fincerity,  or  Self-love  to  infe6l  you. 

^.  Manage  all  your  Thoughts  and  Anions 
withfuch  Prudence  and  Circurafpeaion,  as 
if  you  were  fenfible  you  were  juit  going  t.o 
ftep  into  the  Grave  :  A  little  thinking  .viil 
Ihew  a  Man  the  Vanity  and  Uncertainty  of 
all  Sublunary  Things,  and  enable  him  to  ex- 
amine maturely  the  manner  of  Dying,  which 
if  duly  abftraSed  from  the  Terror  of  the 
Idea,  will  appear  nothing  more  than  an  un- 
avoidable Appendix  of  Life  it  felf,  and  a 
pure  natural  Adtion. 

4:  Confider  that  ill  Ufage  from  fome  fort 
of  People,  is  in  a  manner  neceifary,  and 
therefore  don  t  be  difquieted  about  it,  but  ra- 
ther conclude,  that  you  and  your  Enemy  are 
both  marching  off  the  Stage  together,  and 
that  in  a  little  time  your  very  Memories  wiU 
be  extinguiihed. 

5-.  Among  your  principal  Obfervations  up-. 
on  human  Life,  let  it  be  always  one,  to  take 
notice  what  a  great  deal  both  of  Time  and 
Eafe  that  Man  gains^  who  is  not  troubled 
with  the  Spirit  of  Curiofity  ;  who  lets  his 
Neighbour's  Affairs  alone^  and  confines  his 

InfpediQn 
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infpefltions  to  himfelf,  and  only  takes  care 
of  Honefty  and  good  Confcience. 

7.  If  you  would  live  at  your  Eafe,  and  as 
much  as  poflibie  be  free  from  the  Incum- 
brances ot  Life,  manage  but  a  few  things  at 
once,  and  let  thofe  too  be  fuch  as  are  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary :  By  this  Rule,  you'll  draw 
the  bulk  of  your  Bufinefs  into  a  narrow  Com- 
pafs,  and  have  the  double  Pleafure  of  ma- 
king  your  Adions  good  and  kw  into  the 
Bargain. 

8.  He  that  torments  himfelfbecaufe  things 
don't  happen  juft  as  he  would  have  them, 
IS  but  a  iort  of  Ulcer  in  the  World  ;  and  he 
that  IS  felHih,  narrow-foulM,  and  fets  up 
for  afeparate  Intereft,  is  a  kind  of  voluntary 
Outlaw,  and  difincorporates  himfelf  from 
Mankind. 

9.  Never  think  any  thing  below  you, 
which  Reafon  and  your  own  Circumftances 
require,  and  never  fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  de- 
terrM  by  the  ill-grounded  Notions  of  Cen- 
fure  and  Reproach  ;  but  when  Honefty  and 
Confcience  prompt  you  to  fay,  or  do  any 
thing,  do  it  boldly,  never  balk  your  Refo- 
lution,  or  itart  at  the  Confequence. 


(40) 

10.  If  a  Man  does  me  an  Injury,  what^s 
that  to  me;  'tis  his  own  Aa:ion,and  let  him 
account  for  it.  As  for  me,  I  am  in  my  pro- 
per Station,  and  only  doing  the  Bufinefs  that 
Providence  has  allotted ;  and  withal  I  ought 
to  confider  that  the  heft  way  to  revenge,  is 
not  to  imitate  the  Injury. 

n.  When  you  happen  to  be  ruffled,  and 
put  out  of  humor  by  any  crofs  Accident, 
retire  immediately  into  your  Reafon,  and 
don't  fufFer  your  Paihon  to  overule  you  a 
Moment:  For  thefooner  ycu  recover  your- 
f(flf  now^  the  better  you'll  be  able  to  guard 
yourfelf  for  the  future. 

II,  Don't  be  like  thofe  ill-natur'd  Peo- 
ple, that  though  they  do  not  love  to  give  a 
good  Word  to  their  Contemporaries,  yet 
are  mighty  fond  of  their  own  Commenda- 
tions. This  argues  a  perverfe  and  unjuft 
Temper,  and  often  expofes  the  Authors  to 
Scorn  and  Contempt. 

1 3.  If  any  one  convinces  you  of  an  Error, 
change  your  Opinion,  and  thank  him  for  it. 
Truth  and  Information  are  your  Bufinefs, 
and  can  never  hurt  any  body.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  that  is  proud  and  ftubborn,  and 

wilfully 
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wilfully  continues  in  a  Miftake,  'tis  he  that 
receives  the  Mifchief. 

14.  Becaufe  you  fee  a  thing  difficult, 
don't  inftantly  conclude  it  is  impoffible  to 
inafter  it :  Diligence  and  Induftry  are  fel- 
dom  defeated.  Look  therefore  narrowly  in- 
to the  thing  it  felf,  and  what  you  bbferve 
proper  and  practicable  in  another,  conclude 
likewile  within  your  own  Power. 

i  5.  The  principal  Bufinefs  of  human  Life 
is  run  through  within  the  fhort  compafs  of 
twenty  four  Hours,  and  when  you  have 
taken  a  deliberate  View  of  the  prefent  ilge, 
you  have  feen  as  much  as  if  you  had  begun 
with  the  World ;  the  reft  being  nothing 
clfe  but  an  endlefs  Round  of  the  fame 
Things  over  and  over  again. 

16.  Bring  your  Will  to  your  Fate,  and 
fuit  your  Mind  to  your  Circumftances  : 
Love  your  Friends,  and  forgive  ycur  Ene- 
mies, and  do  Juftice  to  all  Mankind,  and 
you'll  be  fecure  to  make  your  Paflage  eafy, 
and  enjoy  moft  of  the  Comforts  that  hu- 
man Life  is  capable  to  afford  you. 

17.  When  you  have  a  mind  to  entertain 
yourfelf  in  your  Retirements,  let  it  be  with 
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the  good  Qualifications  of  your  Friends 
and  Acquaintance.  Think  with  Pleafure 
and  Satisfaftion  upon  the  Honour  and  Bra- 
very of  one,  the  Modefty  of  another,  and 
the  Generofity  of  a  third,  and  fo  on ;  there 
being  nothing  more  pleafant  and  diverting, 
than  the  Uvely  Images,  and  the  Advan- 
tages of  thofe  we  love  and  converfe  with. 

1 8.  As  nothing  can  deprive  you  of  the 
Privileges  of  your  Nature,  or  compel  you 
to  act  counter  to  your  Reafon  ;  fo  nothing 
can  happen  to  you,  but  what  comes  from 
Providence,  and  confiftswith  the  Intereftof 
the  Univerfe. 

19.  Let  Peoples  Tongues  and  Aftions  be 
what  they  will,  yourbufinefs  is  to  have  Ho- 
nour and  Honefty  in  your  view.  Let  them 
rail,  revile,  cenfure,  and  condemn,  or  make 
you  the  Subjed  of  their  Scorn  and  Ridi- 
cule I  what  does  it  all  fignify :  You  have 
one  certain  Remedy  againft  all  their  Ma- 
lice and  Folly,  and  that  is,  to  live  fo  that 
no  body  Ihall  believe  them. 

20.  Alas,  poor  Mortals !  did  we  rightly 
confider  our  own  State  and  Condition,  we 
fliould  find  it  would  not  be  long  before  we 
have  forgot  all  the  World,  and  to  be  even, 

that 
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that  all  the  World  will  have  forgot  us  like- 
wife. 

21.  He  that  would  recommend  himfelf 
to  the  Publick,  let  him  do  it  by  the  Can- 
dor and  Modefty  of  his  Behaviour,  and  by 
a  generous  Indifference  to  external  Advan- 
tages. Let  him  love  Mankind,  and  refign 
to  Providence,  and  then  his  Works  will 
follow  him,  and  his  good  Actions  will 
praife  him  in  the  Gate. 

21.  When  you  hear  aDifcourfe,  let  your 
Underftanding,  as  far  as  pofTible,  keep  pace 
with  it,  and  lead  you  forward  to  thofe 
things  which  fall  moft  within  the  compafs 
of  your  own  Obfervations. 

.  23^  When  Vice  and  Treachery  flhall  be 
rewarded,  and  Virtue  and  Ability  flighted 
and  difccuntenanced :  When  Minifters  of 
State  (hall  rather  fear  Man  than  God,  and 
to  fcreen  themfelves,  run  into  Parties  and 
Factions  :  When  Noife  and  Clamour , 
and  fcandalous  Reports  fhall  carry  every 
thing  before  them,  'tis  natural  to  conclude 
that  a  Nation  in  fuch  a  State  of  Infatua- 
tion, ftands  upon  the  brink  of  Deftru£l:iOi7, 
and  without  the  intervention  of  fonie  un- 
forefeen  Accident,  muft  be  inevitably 
ruined.  F  z  24.Whefl 
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S4.  When  a  Prince  is  guarded  by  wife 
and  honeft  Men;  and  when  all  pubUcb 
Officers  are  fure  to  be  rewarded  if  they 
do  well,  and  punifhed  if  they  do  evil,  the 
Confequence  is  plain :  Juftice  and  Honefty 
will  flourifti,  and  Men  will  be  always  con- 
triving, not  for  themfelves,  but  for  the  Ho- 
nour and  Intereft  of  their  King  and  Coun- 
try. 

xf.  Wicked  Men  may  fometimes  go  un- 
punifhed  in  this  World,  but  wicked  Na- 
tions never  do ;  becaufe  this  World  is  the 
only  place  of  Puniftiment  for  wicked  Na- 
tions, though  not  for  private  and  particular 
Perfons. 

il6.  An  Admlniftration  that  is  merely 
founded  upon  human  Policy,  muft  be  al- 
ways fiibject  to  human  Chance;  but  that 
which  is  founded  on  the  Divine  Wifdom, 
can  nt)  more  mifcarry  than  the  Govern- 
ment of  Heaven.  To  govern  by  Parties  and 
Faftions  is  the  Advice  of  an  Atheift^  and 
fets  up  a  Government  by  the  Spirit  of  5^- 
tm :  In  fuch  a  Government  the  Prince  can 
never  be  fecuie  under  the  greateft  Pro- 
mifes,  fince  as  Mens  Intereft  changes,  fo 
will  their   Duty  and  AflFeftions  iikewife. 

27.  \Tls 
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%!.  *Tis  a  very  ancient  Obfervatlon,  and 
a  very  true  one,  that  People  generally  de- 
fpife  where  they  flatter,  and  cringe  to  thofe 
they  defign  to  betray  j  fo  that  Truth  and 
Ceremony  are,  and  always  will  bfe,  two 
diftina  Things.  ' 

x8.  When  you  find  your  Friend  In  an 
Error,  undeceive  him  with  Secrecy  and 
Civility,  and  let  him  fee  his  Over-fight 
firfl:,  by  Hints  and  Glances,-  and  if  you 
cannot  convince  him,  leave  him  with  Re- 
fpeft,  and  lay  the  Fault  upon  your  own 
Management. 

xp.  When  you  are  under  the  greateft 
Vexations,  then  confider  that  human  Life 
lafls  but  for  a  Moment  ,•  and  don't  forget 
but  that  you  are  like  the  reft  of  the  World' 
and  faulty  yourfelf  in  many  Inftances  ,•  and 
withal  remember  that  Anger  and  Impati. 
ence  often  prove  more  mifchievous  than  the 
Provocation. 

30.  Gentlenefs  and  good  Humour  are  in- 
vincible,  provided  they  are  without  Hypo- 
crify  and  Defign ;  they  difarm  the  moft  bar. 
barous  and  favage  Tempers,  and  make  even 
Mahce  alham'd  of  it  felf. 

31.  la 
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31.  In  all  the  Aftions  of  Life,  let  It  be 
your  firft  and  principal  Care,  to  guard  a- 
gainft  Anger  on  the  one  hand,  and  Flattery 
on  the  other,  for  they  are  both  unfervice- 
able  Qualities,  and  do  a  great  deal  of  Mif- 
chief  in  the  Government  of  human  Life, 

jx.  When  a  Man  turns  Knave  or  Li'. 
bertine,  and  gives  way  to  Fear,  Jealou- 
fy,  and  Fits  of  the  Spleen.  When  his  mind 
complains  of  his  Fortune,  and  he  quits  the 
Station  in  which  Providence  has  placed 
him,  he  ads  perfeflly  counter  to  Humani- 
ty, deferts  his  own  Nature,  and,  as  it  were, 
runs  away  from  hirafelf. 

33.  Be  not  heavy  in  Bufmefs,  difturbed 
in  Converfation,  nor  impertinent  in  your 
Thoughts.  Let  your  Judgment  be  right, 
your  Aftions  friendly,  and  your  Mind  con- 
tented; let  them  curfe  you,  threaten,  or 
defpife  you:  Let  them  go  on,  they  cap  ne- 
ver injure  your  Reafon,  or  your  Virtue, 
and  then  all  the  reft  that  they  can  do  to 
you  fignifies  nothing. 

34.  The  only  pleafure  of  human  Life  is 
doing  the  bufmefs  of  the  Creation,  andi 
which  way  is  that  to  be  compaffed,  veryf 
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eafily  mod  certakrfy ;  by  the  Praflice  of  ge- 
neral Kindnefs  ;  by  rejefting  the  importu- 
nity of  our  Sences  ;  by  diftinguifliing  Truth 
from  Fallhood  ;  and  by  contemplating  the 
Works  of  the  Almighty. 

3  J.  Be  fure  to  mind  that  which  lies  be- 
fore you,  whether  it  be  Thought,  Word,  or 
A£lion,  and  never  poftpone  an  Opportuni- 
ty, or  make  Virtue  wait  for  you  'till  to 
morrow. 

^6.  Whatever  tends  neither  to  the  Im- 
provement of  your  Reafon,  or  the  Benefit 
of  Society,  think  it  below  you  ;  and  when 
you  have  done  any  confiderable  Service  to 
Mankind,  don't  leffen  it  by  your  Folly,  in 
gaping  after  Reputation  and  Requital. 

37.  When  you  find  yourfelf  fleepy  in  a 
Morning,  roufe  yourfelf,  and  confider  that 
you  are  born  to  Bufinefs ;  and  that  in  doing 
good  in  your  Generation,  you  anfwer  your 
Charafter,  and  ad  like  a  Man:  Whereas 
Sleep  and  Idlenefs  do  but  degrade  you,  and 
fink  you  down  to  a  Brute. 

38.  A  Mind  that  has  nothing  of  Hope, 
or  Fear,  or  Averfion,  or  Defire,  to  weaken 
and  difturb  it,  is  the  moft  impregnable  Se- 
curity, 


curity:  Hither  we  may  with  fafety  retire^ 
and  defy  our  Enemies;  and  he  that  fee§ 
not  this  Advantage,  rauft  be  extremely  ig- 
norant, and  he  that  forgets  ir,  unhappy. 

59.  Don't  difturb  yourfelf  about  the 
Faults  of  other  People,  but  let  every  Bo- 
dies Crimes  lie  at  their  own  Door  :  Have 
always  this  great  Maxim  in  your  Remem- 
brance, That  to  play  the  Knave,  is  to  re- 
bel  againft  Religion  ;  all  forts  of  lojuftice 
being  no  lefs  than  High  Treafon  agamft 
Heaven  it  felf. 

40.  Don't  contemn  Death,  but  meet  it 
with  a  decent  and  religious  Fortitude,  and 
look  upon  it  as  one  of  thofe  things  which 
Providence  has  order'd.  If  you  want  a 
Cordial  to  make  the  Apprehenfions  of  Dy- 
ing go  down  a  little  the  more  eafily,  con- 
fider  what  fort  of  World,  and  what  fort  of 
Company  you'll  part  with.  To  conclude, 
do  but  look  ferioufly  into  the  World,  and 
there  you'll  fee  Multitudes  of  People  pre- 
paring  for  Funerals,  and  mourning  for  their 
Friends  and  A'^quaintances ;  and  look  out 
again  a  little  afterwards,  and  you'll  fee  o- 
thers  doing  the  very  fame  thing  for  them. 

Ill 
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In  Ihort,  Men  are  but  poor  tranfitory 
Things :  To  day  they  are  bi-ff  and  har- 
raffed  with  the  Affairs  of  huiran  Life,  and 
10  morrow  Life  it  felf  is  taken  from  them, 
and  they  are  returned  to  their  original  Duft 
and  Amesr 


^ 
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PART    III. 

« 

Containing  Vrophettcl  Ohferva" 
ttons,  f  dating  to  the  Affairs 
of  Europe,  and  of  Great- 
Britain,  more  particularly, 
from  1720,  to  172^, 


I. 

IN  the  latter  End  of  1720,  an  Eminent 
old  Lady  fliall  bring  forth  five  Sons  at 
a  Birth;  the  youngeft  fliall  live  and  grov/ 
up  to  Maturity,  but  the  four  eldeft  fliall 
either  die  in  the  Nurfery,  or  be  all  carried 
off  by  fome  fudden  and  unexpefted  Ac- 
cident. H 


11. 
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II. 

About  this  time  a  Man  with  a  double 
Head  ftiall  arrive  in  Bruain  from  the  South. 
One  of  thefe  Heads  fliall  deUver  M^flagcs 
of  great  Importance  to  the  governing  Par- 
ty-, and  the  oth.er  to  the  Parry  that's  op« 
pofite  to  them  ;  the  fir  ft  fhall  believe  the 
Monfter,  but  the  laft  fhall  difcover  the  Impof- 
tpr,  and  fo  happily  difengage  themfel^'es 
from  a  Snare  that  was  laid  to  deftroj^ 
them  and  their  Pofterity  :  After  this  the. 
two  Heads  fhall  unite,  and  the  Monfter- 
ftall  appear  in  his  proper  Shape. 

IIL 

In  the  Year  I7^I,  a  Phllofopher  from 
lower  Germmy  fhall  come,  firft,  to  Am- 
Jlerdam  in  Holland^  and  afterwards  to  Lofi" 
don ;  he  will  bring  with  him  a  World  of 
Curiofities,  and  among  them  a  pretended 
Secret  for  the  Tranfmutations  of  Metals: 
Under  the  Umbrage  of  this  mighty  Secret, 
he  fhall  pafs  upon  the  World  for  fome 
time  ;  but  at  length,  he  fhall  be  detefted, 
and  proved  to  be  nothing  but  an  Empe- 
lick  and  a  Cheat,  and  lb  forcM  to  fneak 
oiJ,  and  leave  the  People  he  has  deluded, 
either  to  bemoan  their  Lofs,  or  laugh  at 
their  own  Folly.  N.  B.  This  will  be  the 
G  %  laft 
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laff  of  his  Seel  that  will  ever  venture  in 
this  Fart  of  the  World  upon  the  fame  Er- 
rand. 

IV. 

In  this  Year  great  Endeavours  will  be 
ufed  for  procuring  a  general  Peace,  which 
fha'!  be  fo  near  a  Conclufion,  that  pub- 
lick  Rcjnycings  (hall  be  made  at  the  Courts 
of  feveral  g^rear  Potentates  upon  that  Ac- 
count ;  but  jufi  in  the  critical  Jnnfture,  a 
certain  neighbouring  Prince  (hall  come  to  a 
violent  Death,  which  fhall  occafion  new 
,War  anJ  Commotion  all  over  Europe^  but 
thofe  fell  continue  but  for  a  ftort  time,  and 
at  lafb  terminate  in  the  utter  Deftruftion  of 
the  firft  Aggreflbrs. 

V. 
Towards  the  clofe  of  this  Year  of  My- 
fterieSj  ?  Perfon  that  was  born  blind  fhall 
have  his  Sight  reftored,  and  fliall  fee  Ra^ 
*uens  perch  upon  the  Heads  of  Traytors, 
among  v/hich  the  Head  of  a  notorious  Pre- 
late fhail  Hand  upon  the  higheft  Pole. 

VI. 

In   the    Year   172,2,   There  fhall   be  a 
grand    Con^refs,    and    new   Overtures  of 
Peace   offered  by  mpfl  of  the  principal  Par- 
ties 
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ties  concern'd  in  the  War;  which  fliall. 
have  fo  good  eflFca:,  that  a  Ceffation  of 
Arras  fliall  be  agreed  upon  for  fix  Months, 
which  fliall  be  kept  iaviolable,  'cill  a  cer- 
tain General,  either  through  Treachery,  or 
Inadvertency,  fball  begin  Hoftilities  before 
the  Expiration  of  the  Term ;  upon  which 
the  injur'd  Prince  fhall  draw  his^word,  and 
throw  the  Scabbard  into  the  Sea ;  vowing 
never  to  return  it,  'till  he  fliall  obtain  Satif- 
fa£l:ion  for  himfelf,  and  done  Juftice  to  ^1 
that  were  opprefled. 

'Vll.  \ 

At  the  clofe  of  this  Year,  a  famous 
Bridge  fliall  be  broke-down,  and  the  Wa- 
ter that  runs '  under  it  fliall  be  tinfturM 
with  the  Blood  of  two  notorious  Male- 
faftors ;  whofe  unexpefted  Death  fhall  make 
mighty  Alterations  in  the  prefeot  State  of 
Affairs,  and  put  a  flop  to  the  Rulne  of  a 
Nation,  which  rauft  otherways  have  been 
unavoidable. 

VIIL 

171 J  begins  with  Plots,  Confpiracies, 
and  Inteftine  Commotions  in  feveral  Coifti- 
tries,  nor  fliall  Great-Brttam  it  fcjf  be  free 
from  the  Calamity.    Thefe  fliall  continue 
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^ill  a  certain  young  Prince  fliall  take  the 
Reigns  of  Government  into  his  own  hands, 
and  after  that,  a  Marriage  fhall  be  pro- 
pofed,  and  an  Alliance  concluded  between 
two  Great  Potentates,  who  fliall  joyn  their 
Forces,  and  endeavour,  in  good  earneft,  to 
fet  all  Matters  upon  a  right  Foundation. 

IX. 

This  Year,  feveral  Cardinals  aftd  Pre- 
lates fliall  be  publickly  cenfured  for  Here- 
tical Principles,  and  (hall  narrowly  efcape 
from  being  torn  to  Pieces  by  the  common 
People,  who  will  look  upon  them  as  the 
grand  Difturbers  of  the  Publick  Tranquil- 
lity, perfect  Incendiaries,  and  the  chief 
Promoters  of  their  former,  prefent,  and  fu- 
ture  Calamities. 

X. 

In  172TJ  There  will  be  many  Treaties 
and  Negociations,  and  Great  Britain  parti- 
cularly will  be  crowded  with  foreign  Mi- 
niftersand  Ambafladors  from  remote  Princes 
and  States.  Trade  and  Commerce  v/ill  be- 
gin to  flourifli  and  revive,  and  everything 
will  have  a  comfortable  Profpcdi:, .  until 
fome  Defperado's,  affifted  by  a  Monfter 
with  many  Heads,   Ihall  ftart  new  DiiB- 

culties, 
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culties,  and  put  the  World  again  into  a 
Flame;  but  thefeJhaU  be  but  of  fliort 
Duration. 

XL 

Before  the  expiration  of  lyxy,  an  Eagle 
from  the  North  -ft ill  fly  direclfy  to  the 
South,  and  perch  ^jpon  the  Paiace  of  a 
Prince,  and  firft  unravel  the  bloody  Pro- 
jects and  Defigris  of  a  wicked  fstt  of  Peo- 
ple, and  then  publickly  difcover  the  Mur- 
der of  a  great  King,  and  the  intended  Af- 
faffination  of  another   greater  than  he. 

xir. 

In  1716,  Three  Princes  will  be  born,  that 
will  grow  up  to  be  Men,  and  inherit  the 
Crowns  of  three  of  thegreaceft  Monarchies 
in  Europe* 

XIII. 

About  this  time  the  Pope  wjJl  die,  and 
after  a  great  niany  Intrigues  and  Strug- 
glings,  a  Spanijh  Cardinal  Ihallbc  ekfled, 
whofhall  decline  the  pignity,  and  declare 
his  Marriage  with  a  Ijreat  Lady,. and  ati 
Heirefs  of  one  of  the  chief  Principalities  ia 
Italy ;  which  may  occ^.fion  new  .Troubles 
in  Europe^  if  not  tiniely  prevented.  ^^  ^ 
Miv/ ^o-^fjcjf  ?^7le1^fr?^         XIV. 
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XIV. 

In  1727,  New  Troubles  fhall  break  out 
in  the  North,  occafion'd  by  the  fudden 
Death  of  a  certain  Prince,  and  the  Avarice 
and  Ambition  of  another :  Poor  Poland  feems 
to  be  pointed  at ;  but  the  Princes  of  the 
South  fhall  enter  into  a  Confederacy  to  pre* 
ferve  her,  and  ftiall  at  length  reftore  her 
Peace,  and  prevent  the  perpetual  Ruineof 
her  Conftitution. 

XV. 

Great  Endeavours  will  be  ufed  about  this^ 
^ime  for  a  Comprehenfion  in  Religion,  fup- 
ported  by  crafty  and  defigning  Men,  and 
a  Party  of  miftaken  Zealots,  which  they 
ffiall  artfully  draw  in  to  joyn  with  them ; 
but  as  the  Projeft  is  ill  concerted,  and  will 
be  worfe  managed,  it  will  come  to  nothing ; 
and  foon  afterwards  an  eflPeftual  Method 
will  be  taken  to  prevent  the  like  Attempt 
Tor  the  future^ 

XVI. 

1718  will  be  a  Year  of  Enquiry  andRe- 
trofpeftion  :  Many  exorbitant  Grants  will 
be   reaffumed,  and    feveral  Perfons,   who 
thought  themfelves  fccure,  will  be  called  be- 
fore 
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fore  the  Senate,  and  comp^IPd  to  difgorge 
what  they  have  unjuftly  pillag'd  either  frorr\ 
the  Crown  or  the  Publick. 

XVIL 

About  this  time  a  new  Scaffold  will  fae 
erected  upon  the  Confines  of  a  certain  great 
City,  where  an  old  Count  of  a  new  Extrac- 
tion, that  has  been  of  all  Parties,  and  true 
to  none,  will  be  doomM  by  his  Peers  to 
make  the  Hrft  Appearance ;  after  this  an  old 
Lady,  who  has  ofien  been  expofcd  to  Dan- 
ger and  Difgrace,  and  fometimes  brought 
to  the  very  brink  of  Deftrudion,  will  be 
brought  to  bed  of  three  Daughters  at  once, 
which  they  fhall  call  Plenty,  Peace  and  U- 
nion ;  and  thefe  three  fhall  live  and  grow 
Dp  together,  be  the  Glory  of  their  Mother, 
and  the  Comfort  of  Pofterity  for  many  Ge- 
nerations. 

This  is  the  Subftance  of  what  he  either 
jvrit  or  extra^ed  from  his  Taper s  in  the  Inter- 
val between  the  lofs  of  his  Speech^  and  the 
return  of  his  f/>,  which  happened  exaftly 
to  the  time  he  had  computed. 

Upon  the  approach  of  his  F/>,  he  made 

Signs  to   be   put  to  Bed,-   which  was  no 

H  fooner 
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fooner  done,  but  he  v/as  feiz'd  with  extreme 
Jgonies^  which  he  bore-up  under  with  the 
grtateft  Stedfaflnefs ;  and  after  a  fevere 
Conflict,  that  lafted  near  eight  Hours,  he 
expird. 

Thus  itv^dy  and  thus  &^this  extraordina- 
ry  TtTjon:  A  Perfon^  tho'cf  mean  Extr^c- 
tio/22ind  obfcure  Ufe ;  yet  when  his  Character 
comes  to  be  fully  and  truly  known,  it  will 
be  read  with  Pleafare^  Profit^  and  Adm-- 
ration. 

His  Perfections  at  large  would  be  the 
work  of  a  yolume^  and  inconfiftent  with 
the  Intention  of  thefe  Papers  ;  I  will  there- 
fore only  add,  for  a  Conclufion,  That  he 
was  a  Man  of  uncommon  Thought  and 
Judgment^  and  always  kept  his  Appetite  and 
Inclination  within  their  juft  Limits* 

His  Reafon  \^2iSjlyo?7g  and  manly ^  hisUn- 
derftandingy^//;^/i  and  active;  and  his  Temper 
fo  eafy^  equals  and  comphijant^  that  he  never 
fell  out,  either  with  Men  or  Accidents,  He  bore 
all  things  with  the  higheft  Ajfahilityy  and 
computed  juftly  upon  their /^z?//^^  and  Ccnfe^ 
quence :  And  then  apply 'd  them  to  their  pro- 
per Vfes. 

A 
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A  Letter  from  Oxford,  Sec. 

SIR, 

1)  fi  /iVG  ivformJ  that  you  fpee- 
■*-'  ^//j/  intern/  to  publijh  jome  Me- 
;;/o/V5,  relating  to  our  Dumb  Country-^ 
Mariy  Dickory  Cronke  :  /  fenc/  you 
herewith  a  few  Lines^  in  the  Nature  of 
an  Elegy,  which  I  leave  you  to  Mfpofe 
of  as  you  thinly  fit.  I  {new  arid  ad-- 
viird  the  Man,  and  if  I  was  capable^ 
his  CharaEier  fhould  be  the  firfi  thing 
Iwoiid  attempt. 

Tours^  &c. 


H  X 
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^1  ^^  t ^^ ^^  <;^  :?^ ^^ ^^ ^^  ^J^ ^^ ^<^ . ^^^ 


i^// Elegy  z«  Afm<?r/  ^//Dic- 
kory  Cronke,  the  Dumb 
Vhilofofher. 

vhiis  nemo  fme  nufcituY  ;  optimum  iSe 

Sjii  minimis  urgetur.  ■  ■        >•     ■  ■     " 

Horace. 


IF  virtuous  Aftions  Emulation  raife, 
Then  this  good  Mandeferves  immortal 

(Praife  ; 

When  Nature  fuch  extenfive  Wifdom  lent, 
She  fare  defign'd  him  for  our  Prefident  ; 
Such  great  Endowmeots  in  a  Man  unknown^^ 
Declare  the  Bleflings  were  not  all  his  own ; 
But  rather  granted  for  a  time  to  fhow, 
What  the  wife  hand  of  Providence  can  do. 

In 
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In  him  we  may  a  bright  Example  fee 
Of  Native  Juftice  and  Morality, 
A  Mind  not  fubjea  to  the  Frowns  of  Fate, 
But  calm  and  eafy  in  a  fervile  State. 

He  always  kept  a  guard  upon  his  Will, 
And  fearM  no  harm,  becaufe  he  knew  no  ill ; 
A  decent  Pofture  and  an  humble  Mien, 
In  ev'ry Aftion  of  his  Life  were  feen : 
Thro'  all  the  difFrent  Stages  that  he  went; 
He  ftill  appeared  both  wife  and  diligent. 
Firm  to  his  Word,  and  punflual  tohisTruft, 
Sagacious,  Frugal,  Affable,  and  Juft. 

No  gainful  Views  his  bounded  hopes  could 

(  fway, 

^  No  wanton  Thought  led  his  chaft  S^///afl:ray : 

"^In  fhortjhis  Thoughts  and  Anions  both  declare, 

Nature  defign'd  him  her  Philofopher, 

That  all  Mankind  by  his  Example  taught, 

Might  learn  to  live^  and  manage  ev'ry  Thought, 

Oh ! 
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Oh !  could  my  Mufe  the  wondVous  Subjeft 

(grace> 
And  from  his  Toufh  his  virtuous  A^iom  trace' 
Could  I  in  juft  and  equal  Numbers  tell, 
How  well  he  liv'^d^  and  how  devoutly  fe/l, 
I  boldly  might  your  ftrift  Attention  claim, 
And  bid  you  lear^^^  2iwA  copy  out  the  Man. 


J.V. 


Exeter  Coll. 
'^f/^.2jth.  171^. 


The 


{^3  ) 


The  Occafto/t  cf  this  Epitaph  was  Irtefly  thus  : 
A  Gentleman^  who  had  heard  much  in  Com^ 
mendation  of  this  Dumb  Mdiii^  coming  acci- 
dentally, to  the  church  Tard  wher-<  he  was  bu- 
rfd^  -and  finding  his  Grav^  wit fj^  Jit  a  Tomb- 
Stone^  or  any  manner  r/ Memorandum  (t/' 
his  Death ^  he  pull' d  out  his  Pencil^  and  writ  as 
follows. 


N' 


Pauper  uhique  jacet^ 

'E  A  R  to  this  lonely  unfreqnented  Place, 
_   ,   Mix'd  with  the  Conmon  Dufi^  neglefted  liesi 
The  Man  that  ev'ry  Mufe  fhould  drive  to  grace. 
And  all  the  World  fhould  for  his  Virtue  prize: 
Stop,  gentle  Pajfevger^  ^nd  drop  a  Tear  -, 
Truths  Jjfjlice^  Jfifdom^  all  lie  buried  here. 

What  tho'  he  wants  a  Mojiumental  Stone -, 
The  comiTiOn  Pomp  of  ev'ry  Fool  or  Knave: 
Thofe  Vertites  which  thro'  all  his  Anions  fhone. 
Proclaim  his  Jrcrth^  and  praife  him  in  the  Grave: 
His  Merits  will  a  bright  Example  give, 
Which  fhall  both  Time  and  Envy  too  out-live. 

Ah! 


( <r4 ) 


66  (  Bad  I;  Power  but  equal  toiny  Mind, 
A  ^QCf^nt  Jom^lhould  foon  this  Place  adorn 
With  this  Infcriptzon :,  Loe  here  lies  confined 
A  wond'rous  Man,  altho' obfcurely  born  5 
A  Man,  tho'  Dunnb,  yet  he  was  Nature's  Care^ 
Who  marked  him  out  her  own  Philofopher. 


T  IS!   t  S. 


